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Balcony view from our
junior suite at Le Touessrok
(below middle) with its egg-
shaped bath (below right)
and tropical vistas from
every angle (below left).

Delicious Mauritius

Caroline Hurry does as little as possible

at Le Touessrok on the east coast

HE BEST thing about Le

Touessrok is not just that

you can see all the way

across the bay to Ilot

Mangénie from your bed
or egg-shaped bath.

It’s not just about scoffing
smoked salmon and quaffing cham-
pagne for breakfast on a slice of
white sand where palm trees hold
sway; or being whisked over watery
hues of blue to a private island for
the best rum cocktails this side of a
pirate’s Yo ho ho. No, the best thing
about Le Touessrok is the staff and
their nothing-is-too-much-trouble
approach.

From the butler who unpacks
your clothes — “Oh Sookraj, come
live with me and be my man...” -to
smiling beach attendants toting
chilled towels and rose-scented
spray mists to take the sting out of
sunburnt skin, or waiters who row
a five-course repast to a couple on a
candle-lit raft - without dropping
any of it into the sea - every
sybaritic urge is indulged.

In short, Le Touessrok does
what it says on the box, or rather,
the glossy brochure that fuels
countless tropical daydreams of
island getaways from the stuffy
confines of countless offices.

Since Mauritius is famous for its
water sports — wind surfing, para-
sailing, yachting and the like - you
might think I'd have opted for a

Catamaran cruise or a little light
snorkelling, but you’d be wrong.

While my husband enjoys scuba
diving - his own foray uncovered a
Moray eel and starfish “relaxing”
on the seabed, apparently - my idea
of a blissful break is doing as little
as possible.

Give me a pristine beach, a bril-
liant book to sink into - in this case,
Stieg Larsson’s The Girl Who
Kicked . The Hornets’ Nest — a sun
lounger under a shady thatch, and
a discreetly hovering waiter who
starts like a hound to the hare
when you raise your flag.

“May I clean your sunglasses,
Madam? Freshen your drink?”

That’s my idea of heaven.

Even so, Le Touessrok raises
the bar with levels of luxury ex-
alted even by Mauritian standards.

We were cosseted from the mo-
ment we arrived - “we” being vari-
ous assorted journalists and food
fundis including the mellifluous
Mike Mills from Classic FM and
culinary craftsman Arnold Tanzer,
former personal chef to Michael
Douglas. Over mango lassi and cau-
tiously spiced prawns at Safran, the
Indian-influenced eatery overlook-
ing Trou d’Eau Douce Bay, Tanzer
enthralled me with tales of the Hol-
lywood icon’s food preferences —
caviar by the kilo, natch — and his
hotline to the White House.
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