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GREEN THUMB: Guru Rongoo’s love of gardening has led him into a career as a landscape gardener.

How to become a landscape gardener

YOU MUST get pleasure from work-
ing out of doors and getting your
hands dirty, and must have an affin-
ity for plants. You must enjoy con-
stantly learning new things and un-
derstanding and applying scientific
techniques, and you must have
technical aptitude because you will
be working with machinery.

In addition to the planning and
maintenance of public and private
estates and gardens, recreational
areas and sports grounds, land-
scape gardeners can also be in-
volved in the cultivation of flowers,
plants, shrubs and trees.

Qualifications needed: A terti-
ary qualification would be an ad-
vantage, like one of the national
diplomas from a university of tech-
nology, or a degree in horticulture.

Where to train: The B Tech and
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® Today: Guru Rongoo

@ Job: Head gardener

@ Qualifications: High school
certificate

@ Place of work: Le
Touessrok, Mauritius

National Diploma courses in Horti-
culture; Open Space and Recreation
Management; and Landscape Tech-
nology are offered at some univer-
sities of technology.

Stellenbosch University offers
a BSc Agriculture with a major
in horticulture, and a bachelor’s
degree in parks and recreation
management.

Expected earnings: Landscape
gardeners and designers with some
experience can earn from R6 000 to
R9 000 a month, though earnings of
self-employed landscape gardeners
and designers vary,
® Contacts: Stellenbosch Univer-
sity on 021 808 9111; Cape Peninsula
University of Technology on 021
460 3911 or 021 959 6911.




