
MAURITIUS has attracted a lot of 

attention from international property 

investors in the past few years, 

including South Africans, since the 

Mauritian government introduced 
two schemes through which foreigners 

may buy property on the island. 

The Real Estate Scheme (RES) 

allows small landowners to develop 
freehold land of no more than 10 

hectares for sale mainly to non-citizens. 

These developments can incorporate 

commercial and leisure facilities 

as well as residential units. 

Property in a RES can be bought by 

foreign nationals, companies and 
trusts, but no residency is offered to 

foreigners buying into a RES. 

The Integrated Resort Scheme 
(IRS) is a method of using the now 

associisland�s main source of income was 

sugar, and cane fields are stifi to be 

found all over the island. But after 

the collapse of the sugar market, the 

government opted for a diversified 

economy with industrial, financial 
and tourist sectors replacing sugar 

exports. Mauritius now has the second-highest 

gross domestic product 

per capita in Africa, with annual 

growth of around five to six perceni 

a year. Infrastructure has been 

improved, the island has attracted 

new business in banking, insurance, 

fund and asset management, and 

technology-based business is being 

pursued. 

The plan is for Mauritius to 

become a duty-free island by 2010, 

competing with destinations like 

Singapore and Hong Kong. The government 

hopes planned tax-free 

incentives and duty-free status wifi 

attract even more international 

investors to its shores. 

For visitors who don�t yet want to 

buy property, there are hotels like Le 

Touessrok near Trou d�Eau, on two 

ouflying east coast islands. 

The original Touessrok Hotel � 

with its Mediterranean village style, 
its wooden bridge between the mainland 

and one of the outlying isles 

formed out of molten rock � was 

founded by a loca� sugar group and 

created by Mauritian architect Maurice 

Giraud. 

In 1983, the hotel was bought by 

Sun Resorts Limited and became Le 
Touessrok. Under the group�s stewardship, 

Le Touessrok was extended 

and redesigned several times. 

Touessrok - which in French 

means �everything is rock� is now 

a luxury 200-suite hotel where 

guests can enjoy the private islands 

of lot MangØnie and ile aux Cerfs. 

The gardens and scenery are 

remarkable, the food at all the 

restaurants is superb, and guests 

are waited on by butlers and other 

staff whose sole aim is to ensure 

their stay is pleasant and relaxed. 

Like many other foreign busi 
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